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A Guide to the cost of going to university 
How much will university cost?

The cost of going to university varies as it will depend on each institutions accommodation costs, travel costs, food costs etc. Many university websites have information about the costs of accommodation so you can work out your budget. Tuition fees are set out below too to help you work out costs.

Below are the main costs to consider when you are planning how much going to university may cost you/your parents (these are examples of costs, please check direct with each university for exact costs):

· Course tutition fees (2009-10)
Tuition fees per year for Guernsey students have been agreed by the Channel Islands Education departments and the UK associations for 2009/10. 
	Group A: Clinical elements of courses in medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine
	£23,479

	B: Courses in science, engineering and technology 
	£10,498

	C: Courses in other high cost subjects with a studio, laboratory or fieldwork element
	£8,240

	D: Courses in other subjects (e.g. law, humanities, social science)
	£6,547


· Accommodation costs (some examples)
In halls of residence 
e.g. £300-£500 per month includes bills/internet and some are fully catered for food 

Private accommodation
e.g. £300-£500 per month + £30-£50 per month electriciy, gas, water

· Other living costs
Food, travel/petrol, insurance, social, clubs/societies/teams, clothes and shoes, extra books, TV licence, internet, mobile

What help can I get to cover the costs?
· Grants from the Education Department
There are 2 grants available – ‘Maintenance grant’ for living costs such as accommodation, food, travel estimated at £5,431 (higher for living in London and longer courses)  and ‘Tuition grant’ for the course costs. The grants are calculated using your parents gross income (from Sept 2010 this will be on the household income that includes any step-parent/partner income), minus allowances (this leaves an amount called the ‘residual income’ to help work out how much your parents will have to contribute and how much the Education Department will fund.  The maximum parents would have to contribute is £11,479 (maximum of £6,293 towards tuition fees + maximum of £5,431 towards maintenance costs) if their residual income (gross income minus allowances) is greater than £46,896. 
Further details of the allowances available to parents and how to work out the grant you may be entitled to are available on www.education.gg in the Higher Education funding section. 

· Am I eligible for a grant?

You  must have been living in the Channel Islands, the UK or Isle of Man for at least 3 years before the start of the course and resident on Guernsey or Alderney on the 30th June before you start. Sark residents are not eligible for funding. 
The Education Department awards grants for full time courses at accredited institutions. Please refer to the grants information on www.education.gg for further details of courses that are eligible for funding. 

· I am over 20 years of age can I still get a grant?

You can apply for an Independent student award as long as you  have been in 3 years full time employment and usually 3 years residency in Guernsey or Alderney. There are further conditions including if you are unemployed etc. outlined in the grants information on www.education.gg. There is an information leaflet for mature students on www.careers.gg in the Adult 21+ section. Always check with the grants department direct about your circumstances and funding options on T: 710821.
· When do I apply for a grant?

Grant forms are usually available from the April/May of the year you are going. These are available at school/college or direct from the Education Department. 
· How do I apply for a grant? 

You and your parents will need to fill out a paper application form and return it to the Education Department with details of income etc. 
· How does the grant get paid?
If you are eligible for a grant for your tuition costs, this gets paid direct to the university by the Education Department. If your parents are contributing to your tuition fees, they will pay this direct to the university (some uni’s have payment agreements to spread the cost but check direct with each uni). This is normally charged on an annual basis. 

If you receive a maintenence grant towards your living costs, this will be paid direct to your student bank account on a termly basis. 

· Are the grants going to be replaced with student loans?
At present, any grant that you receive does not have to be paid back. The States of Guernsey are due to debate whether grants will be replaced with students loans in 2011 with any changes implemented from September 2012. 
Bursaries from Employers/organisations
Bursaries are given to students by employers/organisations and some will offer holiday work/work experience. Some also ask for a commitment after you finish your course to work for them. You can get a bursary from an employer and a grant from the Education Department as long as it doesn’t go above a certain limit (exact figures on www.education.gg  in the Guide to Higher Education Awards) . 

Check the application deadlines and details of all the bursaries available at www.careers.gg in the 14-19 section. 
I am not sure if going to university is the right thing to do?

If you want to chat about your options more with a Careers Adviser, please contact us on T: 733044 or E: careers@education.gov.gg 
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